
At the same time, I am a realist, not
a utopian. The deportation of
capable workers will only lead to
the impoverishment and eventual
implosion of those societies. This
will become increasingly evident,
particularly in sectors such as food
production, services, and elder
care. It is a slow process for
societies to realize that without
migrants, economically expanding
societies facing population decline
simply cannot function.

For these reasons, it pains me to
witness the persecution of
migrants around the world. I do not
deny that among the millions who
cross borders—with or without
proper documentation—there are
criminals who must be prosecuted
in accordance with the law.
However, to suggest that they all
are criminals is a dangerous leap,
one that borders on an ideology of
false racial purity and the
misguided belief in exclusive
ownership of prosperity, culture,
and civilization.
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POOR MIGRANTS
There is not a single country in the
Americas that has not been shaped
by migrants from various parts of
the world.

Ecuador is no exception. It has
always been a host country for
both migrants and refugees. It
holds a long-standing,
internationally recognized history
of having received tens of
thousands of Jewish refugees
during World War II, who were
fleeing Nazi concentration camps;
Chileans escaping regimes of
differing ideologies; Haitians
fleeing a tormented nation;
Colombians forced out by the
violence plaguing their country;
and many others, including
Lebanese, Palestinians, Syrians,
and Asians.

The world thrives thanks to
migrants and refugees, who later
become citizens of merit in most
countries. Today, we are witnessing
the aging of our societies due to the
dramatic decline in fertility rates
and the aging population across all
regions. Many countries have
benefited economically from
migration, building thriving
economies on the shoulders of the
less privileged.

As a career diplomat in Ecuador’s
Foreign Service for over five
decades, I have developed a deep
connection to migration, having
had the opportunity to understand
this socioeconomic process, which
has existed since the dawn of
history.

Those who leave their homeland
for economic reasons do so in
search of work and better
opportunities for themselves and
their families. Typically, they are
individuals fleeing poverty,
unemployment, and the inability to
progress within their own
societies. They end up working
diligently in their host countries
and contributing to the
development and progress of those
economies.

Refugees, on the other hand, seek
to escape from conflict,
persecution, drug trafficking, or
widespread human rights
violations.

According to the Population
Division of the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, in 2024 the number of
international migrants reached 304
million—double the number in
1990. Today, migration has evolved:
it is increasingly composed of
families with children, rather than
just individuals or couples.
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